DMIN PROJECT PROPOSAL FORM
MEADVILLE LOMBARD THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL

Name:								

Date:

First Reader:

Second Reader (include email if external to MLTS):  

Instructions: This proposal template contains a series of interconnected questions. Use a writing style accessible to both experts in the field as well as non-specialists in theology, religious studies, and professional religious leadership and ministry is expected. Answer each question in a robust manner. Avoid jargon and overly technical language.  
 
Format: Proposals should be no longer than ten (10) pages using 12 pt. standard font. Word counts provide limits. It is expected that submitted proposals will be cogent, effective, and use standard grammar, spelling, and punctuation. Students should follow the most recent edition of The Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) in format and reference.

 
1. TITLE – Create a title that reflects the topic and scope of your project. Be as specific as possible. (25 words)
 
2. MINISTRY CONTEXT – Briefly describe your leadership/ministry context for the  
project. What is the specific area, responsibility, activity, or work that you seek to better understand? (500 words)
 
3. PROBLEM STATEMENT – Describe the problem in your leadership/ministry context. How does this problem impact your leadership and why do you care about it from a justice lens? What happens if there is no intervention? Use both your context and any secondary literature to explain the problem and its impact.  (500 words)
 
4. LITERATURE AND PRACTICE REVIEW – What have others said about the problem that you are trying to understand? What interventions, solutions, or additional problems have they lifted? (500 words)

5. RESEARCH STATEMENT  

a. Research Question – In one or two sentences, state clearly what you are seeing looking to discover or demonstrate. What do you hope to learn to address the problem you describe? You might start with, “I ask…” (250 words)

b. Hypothesis – What is your working hypothesis? A good working hypothesis is specific and answers the question you lift drawing from your contextualized problem in ministry. You might start with, “I argue that…” (250 words)

c. Method and Data – How will you answer your question? Will you be doing archival research, using existing data sets, conducting research with human subjects through focus group or interview, or collecting assessment or evaluative data? Please cite and explain your theological method drawing from coursework. You might start with, “I will utilize the method of …” (250 words)

6. ANTICIPATED FINDINGS AND SIGNIFICANCE 

a. Expected Outcomes – What results do you expect from your research? (Keeping in mind that actual results may not align with expectations.) (150 words)

b. Applications and Broader Significance – Why is this project important to other ministers/leaders? (150 words)
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
In addition to answering the above questions, please provide the following:
 
· OUTLINE – Provide a brief chapter outline of the project’s argument. Follow standard formatting for an outline and single space this section. 
 
· TIMELINE – Provide a timeline to project completion, including submission of the final draft to your first reader. Complete drafts are due by February 1 of your third year. 
 
· WORKING BIBLIOGRAPHY – Make a list of your resources using Chicago style. Bibliography entries are single spaced. 

