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Dear friends, supporters, and members of the 
Meadville Lombard Community,

Writing for our Annual Report o�ers me an 
opportunity for re�ection on the work we 
have achieved as an institution of theological 
education in service to Unitarian 
Universalism and to the Liberal Religious 
Tradition. When my re�ections turn to the 
work that we have accomplished, I am �lled 
with equal parts wonder and gratitude. My 
experience of wonder is sparked by the 
unique ways in which imagination, grit, 
resilience, forward-thinking, and 
communal-centric ways of belonging shape 
our day-to-day living out our mission. And 
as I experience this wonder, I feel moved to 
gratitude. �e gratitude that comes from the 
grace received and extended, the 
a�rmations, the wise counsel shared in times 
of need, and for the ways that our 
community turns to lift our work and 
support it in the good labor of nurturing a 

service and making our education more 
accessible is a deep need. One thing has 
remained central and constant in my 
thinking of this institution and its mission: 
that we are committed to the work of helping 
reshape a broken world through the power of 
justice, equity, and compassion in our ways of 
being faithful to our sacred faith and with 
responsibility for one another. 

For this reason, we have continued to look 
into the possibilities of learning about new 
opportunities for service. Our work matters, 
and how we carry out this work makes an 
impact:  

• Academic Excellence and Innovation: Our 
low-residency, community-embedded 
degree programs enabled students to 
remain rooted in their contexts while 
engaging in rigorous academic and 
spiritual formation. Signature 
courses—where theory meets 
practice—provided spaces for our 
leaders-in-formation to integrate learning 
and ministry in real-world settings. 

• Justice-Making and Spiritual Growth: 
Justice is not an add-on—it is inextricably 
woven into our curriculum. In 2024, our 
graduates and students led and 
participated in signi�cant social justice 
e�orts, championing equity from pulpits, 
in community organizations, and in 
advocacy work. Our Leadership Institute 
for Growth, Healing, and Transformation 
(LIGHT) further enriched continuing 
education and the work of religious 
professionals and lay leaders alike. 

• Learning Across Di�erence: True to our 
Unitarian Universalist values, we centered 
interculturality and multi-faith 
engagement as essential to preparing 
leaders for a multiracial, multicultural 
world. Our learning model promoted 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

spiritual leadership through experiences 
that honed moral imagination, emotional 
intelligence, and faithful discernment. 

• Community and Collaboration: 
Convocations and intensives provided 
moments for heart-to-heart, soul-to-soul 
connection among students, faculty, and 
sta�. Cohorts grew in wisdom together, 
supported by the guidance of teaching 
pastors, mentors, and the rich diversity of 
experience within our community.

As President, I witness the extraordinary 
dedication of our students, alums, faculty, 
sta�, trustees, and supporters to move our 
mission forward. It is my belief that every 
gift of time, talent, or treasure builds upon 
the foundation laid by those before us and 
enables our mission to continue its march 
forward. Let us continue, together, to 
nurture leaders who will bend the arc of the 
universe toward justice, lighting the path 
toward a world where everyone can �ourish. 
In a world that asks us daily to a�rm our 
inherent dignity and resist forces of 
dehumanization, our community has not 
wavered. Together, we have fostered a space 
where worth, hope, and creative resistance 
thrive. As we live out our mission through 
academic rigor, spiritual practice, and the 
collaborative pursuit of justice, we are indeed 
an embodiment of the “good news” of our 
tradition: that each of us is worthy, and all 
are called to the urgent work of love and 
liberation.

Elías Ortega, PhD
President
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community of learning that will serve in our 
congregations and communities.

�e landscape of theological education is 
ever shifting; institutions seek ways to 
respond in novel ways to those shifts. �e 
shifts we face as a theological institution are 
not unique in the landscape of Higher 
Education. Yet, how we respond to them, 
grounded in our mission and values, and 
responsibility to our stakeholders, continues 
to lift the relevance of our institution’s reason 
for existing. We are continuing our growth 
into a multi-platform learning community, 
adjusting to the realities of adult learners 
managing life commitments, working life, 
and their vocational preparation. Responding 
to this reality moves us as an institution to be 
adaptable in the ways in which we o�er 
high-quality education in ways that strive to 
remove barriers of access due to geography 
and cost. We are learning new ways of being 
in community by maximizing how 
communication technologies reduce the 
distance between us, while at the same time 
being re�ective on ways in which we need to 
consider the emerging needs of preparing 
faith leaders whose work will be in person 
and on online platforms.

Each year, as I re�ect on the journey of 
Meadville Lombard �eological School, I am 
inspired by the courage, resilience, and bold 
imagination within our community, and this 
year is no exception. We continued to 
embody our calling: fostering religious 
leadership anchored in justice, equity, and 
compassion in a rapidly changing world. 
Over my time leading this institution, it has 
been important to me that we re�ect with 
care and concern on who we need to serve 
and how. In moments of transition and 
decline of religious communities, changing 
economic and political tides, inspiring 
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$848,525 (75%)  Last year: $544,057

from 19 non-individual donors  Last year: 18

$248,407 (25%)  Last year: $349,180

from 228 individual donors  Last year: 216

7   Congregations

8   Foundations, Trusts, or Estates

3   Other Organizations

93 Alums
Last year: 83

137 Friends 
and Supporters

Last year: 133

60%

40%

228
Individual 

19 Non-Individual 

2023/2024 FUNDRAISING STATISTICS

We received 
$1,132,933 
from 247 donors, including 32 first-time donors.

How we received the gifts:

Partners in Ministry (one-time gifts and pledge 
payments)

Other Appeals (mailings, events)

Bequests and Distribution from Trusts 
 

Organizational Gifts (congregations, foundations, 
corporations, the government, the UUA)

Other Individual Gifts 

$71,340     

$138,000             

$180,285                  

$348,648                

$394,660                      

6%

12%

16%

35%

31%

Who were our donors:

Last year: 234 donors, including 27 first-time donors

Last year: $893,237
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St. Lawrence Foundation for Theological Education, Inc. 
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Diana Strassmann 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Roanoke 
Susan K. Weickum, MDiv ‘83 

$5,000  $9,999
Clyde Griffith Fund
Debbie Kay Lane
Brock Leach, MDiv ’11 and Julie Leach
Bruce and Barbara Mickey
Midwest Unitarian Universalist Conference
Makanah Morriss, ISP ’82, DD ’16 and Robert Morriss
Janet L. Randolph
William Pitt Robinson Fund
Edward D. Wight

$1,000  $4,999
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Dan and Julie Brody
J. Randolph Burnham and Linda Hudson
Margaret E. Corletti
Diana Davies, MDiv ’17
Nancy Felix
Theodore and Jane Fetter
Nancy Franklin
Marjorie L. Girth
M. Ryan Gorman
Jane E. Gosling
Laurel Hallman, DMin ’81, DD ’97 
     and Lawrence R. Ladd, LHD ’13 *
Janet Hitti
Bunny Hodas
John B. Hooper
Dave Hunter and Kerry Mueller
Chris Jimmerson, MDiv ‘14
Paul Stanley Johnson, DMin ’75, DD ’02 and Carol Rowan
Eric Kaminetzky, MDiv ’09 and Cathy Kaminetzky
Carla Kindt
David and Marjorie Kroll
George Krumme
Bonnie Lepoff
Neil and Patricia Lichtman
Pamela Lightsey *
Malinda and Charles Loflin, MDiv ’21
William F. Lyon, MDiv ’24
Rachel Maxwell
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Michael Hogue
Hillis Howie, Jr. and Margaret Shaklee
Lynn Hughes
Abhi Janamanchi, MDiv ’98, DD ’18 
     and Lalitha Janamanchi
Robert Janis, MDiv ’07 *
Heather Janules, MDiv ’05 *
Roger D. Jones, MDiv ’97 *
Nicole Kirk *
Gary and Lori Lerude 
Stephanie May
Mark Morrison-Reed, DMin ’79, DD ‘07
Philip and Cathy Pena
Richard Pokorny
Stanley Sears, DMin ‘81
Jonathan Shotwell
Elaine Siegel *
Constance M. Simon, MDiv ’18 *
Kurt and Pat Steele
Bradley Sterrenberg and Allen Jones
Gail Stratton, MDiv ‘16
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Princeton
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Susan Weaver and Eric Alan Isaacson
Teresa C. Wilmot
Shari Woodbury, MDiv ‘15
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Marc A. Ferrara
First Parish in Concord
Andrew Frantz, MDiv ’19 *
Kali Fyre, MDiv ’17 *
John Gibbons
Gordon and Judith Gibson
Richard Gilbert, DD ’06 and Joyce Gilbert
Vanessa Gomez Brake
W. Bradford Greeley, DD ’01 and Catherine Greeley
Carol Haag, MDiv ’96 and Carl Haag
Meagan Henry, MDiv ’23 *
Suzanne and Lawrence Hess
Christina Hockman, MDiv ’16 *
Angela Pierce Jennings
Albert M. Johnson
Kimberly Quinn Johnson, MDiv ’15 *
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Sean Kelley
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Robert LaVallee, MDiv ‘16
Charlotte Lehmann, MDiv ‘12
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Joseph B. Lipton and Donna Monturo
Verna and Hyman Livingston
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Nina Lytton, MDiv ‘19
Frances Manly, MDiv ’97 and Kenneth Manly
Peggy McIntosh, DHL ‘12
Daniel and Tammy McKanan
Laura McKee and Tom Denio

Juniper E. Meadows, MDiv ‘21
David H. Messner
Jean Miller *
Mary Ellen Morgan *
Fredric Muir
Art Nava
Barry and Maija Nobel
Margret O’Neall, MDiv ‘09
Elías Ortega *
Charles Ortman, MDiv ’92 and Judy Ortman
C.J. Ortuno
Stuart F. and Margaret Tresch Owen
Carolyn Owen-Towle, DD ’94
Jennifer Raffensperger, MDiv ’21 *
Sarah C. Richards, MDiv ’13 *
Gail Riley and Tom Nixon
David Robins, DMin ’78, and Jean Robins *
Millie Rochester, MDiv ’03 and Roger Rochester
Tandi Rogers
Katie Romano Griffin, MDiv ’17 *
Frederic J. Schwartz
Lise Adams Sherry, MDiv ’11 and Nelson Sherry
Bette H. Sikes
Shirley Smith
Glenn and Patricia Solomon
John and Kathleen Solu
Bruce Southworth and Kay Xanthakos
Richard Speck, DMin ’90 and Janet Tillman
Rexford J. Styzens, BD ‘59
Sarah Voss, DMin ’93 and Dan Sullivan
Kevin Tarsa, MDiv ’13 *
Krista M. Taves
Jules Taylor
Carol Taylor, ISP ’84, DD ’08 and Joel Weaver
Barbara Wells ten Hove, MDiv ’85, DMin ’07 
     and Jaco ten Hove
Lynn Thomas Strauss, MDiv ‘90
Gretchen E. Weis, MDiv ‘13
Wendy Williams, MDiv ’05 and Betsy Brown
Sandra Wilson, MDiv ‘07
Eileen R. Wiviott, MDiv ’17 *

$1  $99
Anonymous Donors
Caron Armstrong
Jan Austin
Rebecca Benner, MDiv ’99 and Derek Benner
Jane Bennett Smith
Joshua Berg, MDiv ‘22
Madeleine Binsfrahm
Richard and Claire Bock
Suzanne Brown
Kristina Church, MDiv ’20 *

Barbara Coeyman
Emily Conger, MDiv ’17 *
Sandra Danforth
Diana Daniels
Marilyn Dishman
Jane Flueckiger
Kathleen Foskett *
Linda and David Friedman *
Anne Greenwood
Barb E. Greve
Carol Hilton
Jeri Holloway
Karl Irikura
Cheryl Jack, MDiv ‘97
Paul and Anita Jencks
Beth Johnson
Barbara Johnston
Judith M. Kroll
Nancy McDonald Ladd, MDiv ’04 and Jonathan Ladd
Roy and Shirley Lundin
Douglas Edward McCusker, MDiv ‘14
Laurence J. and Jerri Jones Meisner *
Betty Jo Middleton, ISP ’83 and J. Howard Middleton
Donald and Carolyn Neeper
Deborah Reback
Elizabeth Reilly
Carrie Stewart
Kristine Stuart, MDiv ‘20
Jane Thickstun, MDiv ‘00
Kimberlee Tomaczak Carlson, MDiv ’19 *
Erica Toyama 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Fredericksburg
Jay Wolin

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL for our Fiscal Year 2023/2024 donors who made gifts to 
Meadville Lombard between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024. Their generosity continues to 
sustain our work. Thank you for supporting the education and training of the progressive faith 
leaders our world needs.

OUR DONORS: THANK YOU!

The following list is based on gift amount 
received during the 2023/2024 Fiscal Year.

* Recurring Givers and Student Success Sustainers: 
contributing to the success of MLTS current and future students 
with a sustaining monthly gift
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$10,000  $49,999
Association of Theological Schools 
John and Jacki Davidoff 
Charles L. Hutchinson Fund 
St. Lawrence Foundation for Theological Education, Inc. 
Rembert Stokes 
Diana Strassmann 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Roanoke 
Susan K. Weickum, MDiv ‘83 

$5,000  $9,999
Clyde Griffith Fund
Debbie Kay Lane
Brock Leach, MDiv ’11 and Julie Leach
Bruce and Barbara Mickey
Midwest Unitarian Universalist Conference
Makanah Morriss, ISP ’82, DD ’16 and Robert Morriss
Janet L. Randolph
William Pitt Robinson Fund
Edward D. Wight

$1,000  $4,999
Shirley Adams
Ann Arellano
Wayne B. Arnason, DD ’14 and Kathleen Rolenz *
Jay Atkinson, DMin ’79
Jane and Lee Bannor *
Linda Berez, MDiv ‘06
Randall Blasch
Dan and Julie Brody
J. Randolph Burnham and Linda Hudson
Margaret E. Corletti
Diana Davies, MDiv ’17
Nancy Felix
Theodore and Jane Fetter
Nancy Franklin
Marjorie L. Girth
M. Ryan Gorman
Jane E. Gosling
Laurel Hallman, DMin ’81, DD ’97 
     and Lawrence R. Ladd, LHD ’13 *
Janet Hitti
Bunny Hodas
John B. Hooper
Dave Hunter and Kerry Mueller
Chris Jimmerson, MDiv ‘14
Paul Stanley Johnson, DMin ’75, DD ’02 and Carol Rowan
Eric Kaminetzky, MDiv ’09 and Cathy Kaminetzky
Carla Kindt
David and Marjorie Kroll
George Krumme
Bonnie Lepoff
Neil and Patricia Lichtman
Pamela Lightsey *
Malinda and Charles Loflin, MDiv ’21
William F. Lyon, MDiv ’24
Rachel Maxwell
Winnie McDonagh
Carrie McEvoy, MDiv ‘22
Janet Newman, DMin ‘83
Parisa Parsa *
Gail Pesyna
James and Elaine Peters
Kenneth E. Redd *

Robert Renjilian, MDiv ’90 and Christy Renjilian
Bessie Robinson Fund
Anya Sammler-Michael, MDiv ’07 
     and Scott Sammler-Michael, MDiv ’08
Lynne C. Schaefer
N.E. Stevens Fund
Arvid Straube, DMin ’79, DD ’13 and Sonya Prestridge *
Wabash Center
Erin J. Walter, MDiv ’17
Mark David Watanabe

$500  $999
All Souls Unitarian Church, Indianapolis
Roger Bertschausen, DD ’21 *
Emilie Boggis, MDiv ’05, SDFC ’24 *
Clare Butterfield, MDiv ’00 *
Helena Doerr
Allison Farnum, MDiv ’08 *
Joseph and Jane Gano *
Michael Hogue
Hillis Howie, Jr. and Margaret Shaklee
Lynn Hughes
Abhi Janamanchi, MDiv ’98, DD ’18 
     and Lalitha Janamanchi
Robert Janis, MDiv ’07 *
Heather Janules, MDiv ’05 *
Roger D. Jones, MDiv ’97 *
Nicole Kirk *
Gary and Lori Lerude 
Stephanie May
Mark Morrison-Reed, DMin ’79, DD ‘07
Philip and Cathy Pena
Richard Pokorny
Stanley Sears, DMin ‘81
Jonathan Shotwell
Elaine Siegel *
Constance M. Simon, MDiv ’18 *
Kurt and Pat Steele
Bradley Sterrenberg and Allen Jones
Gail Stratton, MDiv ‘16
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Princeton
Unitarian Society of Germantown
E. Jay Van Cura
Susan Weaver and Eric Alan Isaacson
Teresa C. Wilmot
Shari Woodbury, MDiv ‘15
W. Frederick Wooden, DMin ’79 and Wendy Ricker

$100  $499
Jaqueline Anderson 
Barbara Baldwin
Ali K.C. Bell, MDiv ’21 *

Michelle Bentley, MDiv ’86 and Ray Bentley
Toni M. Bond, DD ’23 *
Colin Bossen, MDiv ’06 *
Lora Brandis, SDFC ’24 
Jeffrey Brown
Michael W. Brown, MDiv ’91 and Diane F. Brown
Robert and Karen Buesing
Rita A. Caprezzi, MDiv ’18 *
Thomas Check
Jennifer Crow, MDiv ’04 *
Steve J. Crump, Dmin ‘78
Jane Davis, MDiv ’20 *
Alice Diebel, MDiv ’19 *
Monica D. Dobbins, MDiv ’17 *
Frederick F. Fagal, Jr.
Marc A. Ferrara
First Parish in Concord
Andrew Frantz, MDiv ’19 *
Kali Fyre, MDiv ’17 *
John Gibbons
Gordon and Judith Gibson
Richard Gilbert, DD ’06 and Joyce Gilbert
Vanessa Gomez Brake
W. Bradford Greeley, DD ’01 and Catherine Greeley
Carol Haag, MDiv ’96 and Carl Haag
Meagan Henry, MDiv ’23 *
Suzanne and Lawrence Hess
Christina Hockman, MDiv ’16 *
Angela Pierce Jennings
Albert M. Johnson
Kimberly Quinn Johnson, MDiv ’15 *
James Kane
Sean Kelley
Thomas A. Kennedy
Robert W. Kent, Jr. MDiv ‘24
Peter King Clark
Roberta W. Knight
Seth Laderman
Ivan M. Lappin
Anthony Larsen, DMin ‘75
Robert LaVallee, MDiv ‘16
Charlotte Lehmann, MDiv ‘12
Arthur Levin
Joseph B. Lipton and Donna Monturo
Verna and Hyman Livingston
Shari Loe
Kenneth Lofgren
John Lytle
Nina Lytton, MDiv ‘19
Frances Manly, MDiv ’97 and Kenneth Manly
Peggy McIntosh, DHL ‘12
Daniel and Tammy McKanan
Laura McKee and Tom Denio

Juniper E. Meadows, MDiv ‘21
David H. Messner
Jean Miller *
Mary Ellen Morgan *
Fredric Muir
Art Nava
Barry and Maija Nobel
Margret O’Neall, MDiv ‘09
Elías Ortega *
Charles Ortman, MDiv ’92 and Judy Ortman
C.J. Ortuno
Stuart F. and Margaret Tresch Owen
Carolyn Owen-Towle, DD ’94
Jennifer Raffensperger, MDiv ’21 *
Sarah C. Richards, MDiv ’13 *
Gail Riley and Tom Nixon
David Robins, DMin ’78, and Jean Robins *
Millie Rochester, MDiv ’03 and Roger Rochester
Tandi Rogers
Katie Romano Griffin, MDiv ’17 *
Frederic J. Schwartz
Lise Adams Sherry, MDiv ’11 and Nelson Sherry
Bette H. Sikes
Shirley Smith
Glenn and Patricia Solomon
John and Kathleen Solu
Bruce Southworth and Kay Xanthakos
Richard Speck, DMin ’90 and Janet Tillman
Rexford J. Styzens, BD ‘59
Sarah Voss, DMin ’93 and Dan Sullivan
Kevin Tarsa, MDiv ’13 *
Krista M. Taves
Jules Taylor
Carol Taylor, ISP ’84, DD ’08 and Joel Weaver
Barbara Wells ten Hove, MDiv ’85, DMin ’07 
     and Jaco ten Hove
Lynn Thomas Strauss, MDiv ‘90
Gretchen E. Weis, MDiv ‘13
Wendy Williams, MDiv ’05 and Betsy Brown
Sandra Wilson, MDiv ‘07
Eileen R. Wiviott, MDiv ’17 *

$1  $99
Anonymous Donors
Caron Armstrong
Jan Austin
Rebecca Benner, MDiv ’99 and Derek Benner
Jane Bennett Smith
Joshua Berg, MDiv ‘22
Madeleine Binsfrahm
Richard and Claire Bock
Suzanne Brown
Kristina Church, MDiv ’20 *

Barbara Coeyman
Emily Conger, MDiv ’17 *
Sandra Danforth
Diana Daniels
Marilyn Dishman
Jane Flueckiger
Kathleen Foskett *
Linda and David Friedman *
Anne Greenwood
Barb E. Greve
Carol Hilton
Jeri Holloway
Karl Irikura
Cheryl Jack, MDiv ‘97
Paul and Anita Jencks
Beth Johnson
Barbara Johnston
Judith M. Kroll
Nancy McDonald Ladd, MDiv ’04 and Jonathan Ladd
Roy and Shirley Lundin
Douglas Edward McCusker, MDiv ‘14
Laurence J. and Jerri Jones Meisner *
Betty Jo Middleton, ISP ’83 and J. Howard Middleton
Donald and Carolyn Neeper
Deborah Reback
Elizabeth Reilly
Carrie Stewart
Kristine Stuart, MDiv ‘20
Jane Thickstun, MDiv ‘00
Kimberlee Tomaczak Carlson, MDiv ’19 *
Erica Toyama 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Fredericksburg
Jay Wolin
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Our work continues...

180 N. Wabash Ave., Suite 700, Chicago, IL 60601  USA

meadville.edu


